
Everyone knows a little 
praise goes a long way.  
But a little praise needs to 
be something more than 
the same few phrases, 
repeated over and over.  
Students need more than 
the ñtraditionalò comments 
(Good, Very Good), espe-
cially if you are trying to 
encourage a student.  
Try these...

40 ways to say òGood for Youó
to your students

While itõs important to chose your words carefully when speaking of students and their behav-
ior, itõs even more important when talking to parents about their children. Positive expressions 
can make a difference in explaining a childõs behavior or work in school.

Instead of... Try this:
Lazy  Can do more when he tries
Cheats  Depends on others to do his work
Insolent  Outspoken
Failure  Failed to meet the requirements
Shows off Tries to get attention
Rude  Inconsiderate of others
Troublemaker Disturbs othersõ work in class
Wastes time Could make better use of his/her time
Stubborn Insists on having his/her own way
Poor work Achieving below his/her ability level right now


